
 

It is hard to believe we are already at the end of  2017 and will have covered a 

third of the new school year by the time we break up for Christmas ! 

Despite a recent increase in student and staff sickness across the sites, we have still managed to 

get students of all ages ‘out and about’ supporting their studies with visits to science centres, 

‘living’ museums, places of worship, outdoor adventure centres and Historic Cities. This is a great 

way to bring learning to life.  

As previously mentioned, we are working closely with the LA to increase the student capacity of 

the school by building new classrooms. At this point in time discussions are focussed largely  

around The Brades Lodge, and we have just undergone an expansion feasibility survey. The   

outcome of the survey will be considered in March  2018.  

In order to further improve the schools attendance figures we have recently experimented with a  

bike loan scheme for our older students.  This appears to be working. As a result,  we would like to 

offer more  students (who don’t have taxi provision) the opportunity to loan a bike, on the         

understanding that their attendance levels improve (or stay high)  over time. As necessary,  we 

will   also    support your child to be better equipped to ride on the road.  If you are interested in 

taking up this offer please call Simon Hobbs at The Brades or ask your child to talk to any mem-

ber of staff there.   

And finally, on behalf of all the team at Shenstone Lodge Schools I would like to take this         

opportunity to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year.     

CHARITY FOOTBALL   
 
The Brades Lodge  staff  have been particularly moved by  the devastation caused by Hurricane 

Irma in the British Virgin Islands.   

As a result they have been  working  with students since mid September to develop ways to raise 

money to support relief efforts. The most successful fund raiser to date has been a regional five 

a side football tournament, held at Birmingham’s Great King Street Arena. 

15 teams paid an entrance fee to take part in this well organised event. Alongside the fantastic 

football that was played, Brades students and staff sold raffle tickets and refreshments to sup-

plement the  charity coffers.  The event organisers Luke Cato and Scott Worton said “This was a 

great occasion. To have nearly 150 students  from  all sorts of different schools getting along to 

support this cause was inspiring. To date, we have raised just over £400 and  money is still     

coming in.”  The Brades Lodge  football team  came 4th overall, with the     

winners being a mixed team of girls and boys from Aston Manor.  
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         SPORTS NEWS  
 
The Brades football team have been very busy this 

half term playing against 17 different schools from 

across the country ! Key Stage 3 and 4  finished top 

of the Birmingham School invitational tournament  staying  unbeaten 

and not conceding any goals in the process. 

In the SEN league The Brades students came face to face with the 

best team they have ever ‘locked horns’ with… Sandwell Community 

Schools. The game was a great  test of our abilities and   character, 

with Jaden, Brad Ma, and Freddie demonstrating fantastic         

leadership skills. Although Brades were well beaten by  11 goals it 

was Mr Worton’s proudest moment to date ! 

 

 

 RESIDENTIAL HIGHLIGHTS  

This term in residence has been jammed packed with tons of exciting activities 

and celebrating important events like Bonfire night and Halloween which have 

been a major successes.  Children have taken part in a variety of wonderful trips 

and activities such as offsite swimming, fusion dance, skate parks and soft play.   

To help us get in the festive spirit we visited Lichfield Cathedral to see the Christmas Tree      

Festival.  All children were able to vote for their favourite tree and very much enjoyed looking 

around them all to make their choice.  The children are looking forward to their end of term trip 

to the Snowdome, where they have chosen to either ice skate or visit the winter wonderland.  It’s        

expected that we will all have lots of fun at our Christmas party with lots of delicious treats to be 

consumed.  (Ijah Bogle and Dee Hart)  

Christmas  
Quiz Corner  
 

1. How many Christmas’s 
have there been ? 
  
2. Can you name the 3 
kings ? 
  
3. In which Country is 
Bethlehem ? 
  
4. Can you name each of 
Santa's  8 reindeer ? 
 
5. Can you name 10    
Christmas themed films in 
60 seconds ? 
 
6. What do Spanish      
children  call Father  
Christmas ?   
  
7. What is in a mince pie ? 
 
8. Which country donates 
the Christmas Tree which 
stands in Trafalgar 
Square, London. Why do 
they do this ? 

JUDO 

The Shenstone Lodge Judo Club has gone from strength to 

strength recently with Chanel  and Mr Smith  taking the 

competition  circuit by storm.  Both have  put their  skills to the         

ultimate  test by entering regional tournaments,  achieving gold, silver 

and bronze medals … Well Done !  

Blists Hill Historic Outing      On Wednesday 29th November, four Year 8 pupils 

from The Brades Lodge experienced a taste of life in Victorian England during a trip to 

Blists Hill Victorian Town, Ironbridge. This helped to   further their understanding of the 

non-fiction texts that they had been studying in English lessons. Tyler, Jamie, Andre and 

Luke visited Victorian shops, talked to tradespeople, dipped candles and enjoyed a taster 

of  school life in an 1800s Victorian classroom. 



To Rehquarne, Bradley H, Bradley Mo, Joshua E and Drew for 

receiving the most positive report slips at The Brades Lodge this half 

term.  

To Rehquarne, Cain, Kyle and Bradley Ma who have 100% attendance 

this half term at The Brades Lodge.  

To Jake, Luke, Jayden, Lola and Curtis with the highest class Dojos 

this half term.  

To Dwain, Caleb, Jack H, Luke and Riley who have 100% attendance 

at Shenstone Lodge this half term. 

        Explosive Night Out   

Students from year 10 were supported to organise a firework spectacular  as part 

of  accredited course work. The students were responsible for managing the event 

budget, marketing, arranging the refreshments and collecting the mountain of wood     

required for the bonfire.  In addition to the business end of the evening the  students 

were also able to learn about risk assessment and how health and safety procedures   

support the safe running of a potentially dangerous event.   

Those attending had a great time and really enjoyed the evening. Well Done Tom 

Ciaran, Jaden, Sam  and Brandon. Another work module covered ! 

                                                                  Religious Education Focus Week  

As we run up to Christmas attention is firmly focussed on those with Christian faiths. As a school 

we look to support our students to understand and value other religions and cultures as a               

fundamental  demonstration of British citizenship. To this end each year group at The Brades 

Lodge have visited different places of worship to inform  a piece of work which is to be presented 

to the rest of the school in a special assembly. Groups have been to Hindu, Sikh and Muslim    

temples whilst others have visited the churches of less well known faith groups.  

Careers On Show  

The Key Stage 4 pupils had the opportunity to visit the NEC for the        

country’s biggest careers fair called the Skills Show. The pupils were able to 

speak and interact with a vast array of providers and gain more information 

regarding their next steps after  leaving The Brades. The pupils were immaculately behaved and 

represented the school well. Ciaran said that he “didn’t realise there were so many different jobs 

out there”. 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN STUDY DAY… The children in Phoenix and Cyclops 

class have made 2 visits to the RAF Museum at Cosford as part of their 

World War II topic.  They have found out about what it was like to be an 

evacuee and experienced a mock air raid.  Finally they found out about 

some of the aircraft used in The Battle of Britain. 



A.O.B.  
 

Simon Crowe joined The Brades Lodge staff team this half term, replacing Cel Christie who 

had been on a ‘temporary contract’. Simon is our designated SEN coordinator and has al-

ready met a number of parents and carers as part of his role.  

Siobhan Sproule is expected to return to work at Shenstone Lodge School in the New Year,   

following maternity leave. She will be teaching Dragons class.  

Please complete the  Parent/ Carer questionnaire  attached and return it to us as soon as 

possible as your thoughts and views really do make a difference to what we do. A  copy 

will be available at the Shenstone Play and The Brades Parental Engagement Day.   

School Data Box  

Below is a short summary of some of the key bits of information 

that we report on to Governors and the Local  Authority. 

Attendance Autumn 1 2017/18 :  

SLS 89.7%  down 5%  on Aut 1 2016     

TBL  78.4%  up 8% on Aut 1 2016 

Sessions lost to Exclusion (1 day = 2 sessions)  Aut 1 2017/18  :   

SLS 0 sessions (down from 19 sessions  Aut 1 2016)  

TBL 3 sessions  (down from 15 sessions Aut 1 2016)  

Diary Dates… 

Shenstone Lodge Christmas Play 

15.12.17  10.30am-12pm  

Brades Lodge Parental          

Engagement  Day 15.12.17  

9am-12pm  

End of Term 20.12.17  1.30pm 

Staff INSET DAY 2.1.18 

Students return  3.1.18 

Half Term 19th-23rd Feb  

                       ONLINE ADVICE  

   Encourage children to share safely over the Christmas holidays and beyond with 12 

social media tips from our experts  

    https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/social-media/         Narinder Singh 

 

SEMH SCHOOLS CONFERENCE  

Shenstone Lodge School again organised the regional conference held in Walsall on 

November 10th. Over 200 hundred delegates from the Black Country and the   

Midlands region gathered to share best practice, build network links and to  receive  

some of the best professional development talks and workshops available in our     

sector.  

As well as Mr Toplass hosting the event, Stephen Allen and Luke Cato  from The Brades 

Lodge  delivered an informative workshop which showcased some of the projects 

they have done with our older students to prevent  them being drawn into Gang   

Culture and Crime. Keep it Reel  had great reviews with one delegate saying “This is 

exactly what we should be doing … it’s hard hitting but it’s the only way to get the  message across 

to the kids that are most at risk.” 

https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/social-media/


Shenstone Lodge School 

Parent/Carer Questionnaire  

  Dec 2017 

My child is in year group                                        Name (optional) :  

For each of the statements below, please tick the box which best reflects your views. 

1 = strongly agree    2 = agree   3 = disagree     4 = strongly disagree   5 = don’t know 

Your support in completing and returning this questionnaire is very much appreciated as it assists us 
in identifying areas of strength or weakness and enables us to take measures to improve. 

  1 2 3 4 5 

1. My Child enjoys school           

2. The school keeps my child safe           

3. The school informs me about my child’s progress           

4. My child is making enough progress at this school           

5. The teaching is good at this school           

6. Staff  help my child improve their reading 

  

          

7. Staff  help my child improve their writing           

8. Staff help my child improve my maths           

9. Staff  help my child improve their computer skills           

10. The school helps me to support my child’s learning           

11. The school helps my child to have a healthy lifestyle           

12.  The school makes sure that my child is well prepared for the future           

13. The school meets my child’s particular needs           

14. The school deals effectively with unacceptable behaviour           

15. The school takes account of my suggestions and concerns           

16. The school is led and managed effectively           

17. Overall, I am happy with my child’s experience at this school           

If there is anything else you would like to comment on, please write it  here :  


