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Message from the Head  

Yet again the term has been a busy one with a wide range of off-site trips enriching the         

students curriculum on an almost daily basis. In particular our older children have been           

successfully       involved in a number of newly established  work-related placements, whilst the 

younger group have been enjoying the great outdoors at Cannock Chase as part of their studies 

in science. 

Across both sites the school leavers  in Yr 6 and Yr 11 are now  completing accreditations and  

national tests. The demands are high for these groups as the school  continues to have it’s      

performance measured on their outcomes. We are all hoping that the hard work of the students, 

teaching and support teams will come together in the next few weeks and the children achieve as 

well as they can. 

This last week we have commissioned a new website provider with a view to a radical overhaul of 

our online profile. In the past Parents and Carers have provided useful feedback regarding        

the information they would like to see and access on our web pages, and we have responded as 

far as possible. The new website will be far more interactive with video feeds, virtual tours and 

radio pod casts. Most exciting of all is that the students themselves will have a  significant    

contribution to make in its development. Please use the questionnaire attached to have your say 

as a Parent or Carer  to ensure that the new site continues to improve its use and 

value.  

River Running  

Class 3 at Shenstone Lodge  spent an afternoon at Cannock Chase to look at the 

wide variety of wild life that is living in and around the streams and small lakes 

there. The group used nets and magnifiers to catch and inspect a whole host of 

water based ‘creepy  crawlies’. The session was a real success but I suspect the 

children will remember the ice lolly at the end more than the mayfly lava! Brad 

said “ I’ve had a great time and can’t wait  

to come again .. Hopefully we can stay longer!” 

Students at The Brades Lodge are going 

to Dudley College and working in the Glass Crafts Department as 

part of their art curriculum and to support  the  school as it works 

towards achieving the  ‘Arts Mark’ award.  Whilst there, they 

have had the opportunity to heat glass in the furnace and to shape it using 

the appropriate tools. Over time their skills will develop and we are looking    

forward to them  bringing home some quality pieces of work. 

 Rob said “ It was really hot  but great fun. I am looking    

forward to going again and 

learning more about glass 

works.”  

Glass works  



SPORTS  FOCUS  

At the beginning of the term Brades Lodge 

entered two teams  in the first Midlands 

Region Dodge-Ball tournament. Five schools  

fiercely competed for the champions title in a league and 

knockout   frenzy. Our students were an absolute credit 

to the school displaying courage, perseverance, pride and 

excellent skills. The Brades A team finished unbeaten 

and won the tournament.  Brades B finished 3rd losing 

only 1 game and drawing against Brades A.  

An absolutely fantastic result! Well done to all involved ... 

Team A: Rom, Marshal, DJ, Kam, Jordan M and Jaden. 

Team B: John, Rob, Jordan H, Tom , Jack and Freddie-

Lee.  

Shenstone Lodge football team took on their toughest 

opponents this half term…the staff!  Everyone was      

excited to be watching or playing in this prestigious 

Shenstone Lodge Cup Match!  The pupils played            

exceptionally well, demonstrating excellent team work, 

skill and commitment;  however, the staff 

emerged      victorious, winning 5-2.    All 

pupils showed notable self-control and 

sportsmanship    following the match…a very 

enjoyable event.  Better luck next time 

kids!   

As the football season draws to a close and the weather 

improves the students on both sites are having the      

opportunity to learn and develop new skills through the 

outdoor education curriculum. At The Brades Lodge 

groups are really taking a liking to kayaking and mountain 

biking. Notably students who have been reluctant       

participants in more traditional sports are getting fully 

involved in the new offer.  

 RESIDENTIAL HIGHLIGHTS  

Well, more wild adventures for residents this half term, including fishing 

trips, outings to the park and lots and lots of swimming.  The residents 

very much enjoyed celebrating St George’s day on the 23rd April with a 

BBQ    followed by handmade baked bananas.  We have also had some new           

residents that have settled in extremely well and are enjoying the mix of 

activities that we offer.  All the residents continue to enjoy visiting  the 

local library where they have learnt a lot about VE day.  D Hart (Acting 

Head of Care) 

Quiz Corner  

1. What is the name of the 

German Prime Minister ? 

2. How fast in miles per hour is 

the speed of light ? 

3. What is the chemical symbol for 

gold ? 

4. What is the distance between 

London and New York ? 

5. Can you name 3 American    

baseball teams ? 

6. How many bees are in an      

average hive ? 

7. What is the name of the    

hottest chilli pepper ? 

  



   Soup’s Served !  
A small group of Yr 10 and 11 boys are taking part in a fantastic six week   

project working alongside  the staff at the Sifa Fireside Soup Kitchen in    

Birmingham City Centre.  

In addition to preparing  and cooking the food the boys are  helping to set up 

the food hall,  serve the clients  and ensure the space is clean and tidy.  

This can be a challenging environment for any person, but John, Ryan and Marshal showed some   

real character and courage to act  professionally and responsibly in the centre.  

The students also got to listen to some of the client’s ’stories’  which builds their 

understanding and tolerance of all types of people from all walks of life and how 

the choices that  people make can have a  catastrophic impact on 

their future.  

John said “ It was a great experience… I can’t wait to go again” 

On 7.5.15  our school Senior Team met Chief Superintendent Matthew Ward  

from Sandwell Police service. This was a really positive visit to discuss  more    

creative ways of working with the Police and supporting students to make positive 

choices when they are out and about in their communities.  Mr Ward is looking to 

allocate a named officer to the school who visits both sites regularly and is able 

to develop good relationships with the students. It is hoped that in time this will 

form part of a more holistic and successful approach to supporting and policing 

our young people. 

Splash Landings 

The pupils at Shenstone Lodge School are eagerly awaiting the last week of term so 

that they can go to ‘Alton Towers Splash Landings’.  The trip promises to be one to 

remember with lots of rapids, slides, wave machines and rides.  It’s going to be a day 

of fantastic fun.  Everyone should sleep well that night!   

SPLASH ! 

Some of the pupils have been trying out their artistic skills by using the      

unusual technique of putting salt into paint to add texture and depth.  

They have created some imaginative paintings of water to tie in with our 

half-termly theme…SPLASH! 

Curtis  said “Making my SPLASH painting was AWESOME !” 

Well Done…   To Thomas, Brandon S and Ciaran for receiving the most positive 

report slips at The Brades Lodge this half term  

To Jaden, Freddie-Lee and Thomas who  have 100% attendance this 

half term at The Brades Lodge.  

To Bradley C, Lemarr, Curtis,  Zeke,  R'Mario,  Ethan, Ellie,  Rio,  

Calum,  Rhys,  Demarni,  Heather,  Chanel and Hamza who have 

100% attendance at Shenstone Lodge  



AOB  

As many of you are aware the Head of Residential Care, Christine Hollis has not been in school 

for a long period of time.  This week we have received confirmation that she will not be returning.  

Shenstone Lodge School, staff and pupils wish her well.  Mrs Denise Hart is the current Acting 

Head of Care. 

Mrs Lancaster retires on Friday 22nd to enjoy some time in the sun and relax ! 

For the last 4 years she has worked hard to ensure the students at Shenstone 

Lodge receive the best education and care. On behalf of the whole school Mrs 

Lancaster THANK YOU ! 

 

Good Luck to Thomas at The Brades Lodge who is spending a day on a river raft  and camping 

overnight in Hereford as part of  a selection process to represent our school in the  National 

SEBD Schools Wettest Classroom Challenge.  

Parent Questionnaire 

Parents views are extremely important to us and help 

us to shape school development. By completing and    

returning the questionnaire   attached  we can continue 

to measure how we are performing as a school with   

regard to    meeting your needs and those of your 

child.  

Questionnaires should be returned  by  Friday 5th  

June so that the information and feedback can be    

collated  for the next newsletter. 

Diary Dates... 

25th-29th May Half Term  

1st June Pupils Return  

13th June Pupil/Parent      

interview TBL  

17th July Term Ends 

1.30pm   

7th Sep Pupils Return  

26th-30th Oct Half Term    

 

Lunch Club Fun  

Pupils at Shenstone have been involved in a number of new and exciting lunch 

clubs.   

Badminton club has provided the opportunity for the children to get fit and    

compete with one another and play against some of the staff.  We have a number 

of talented badminton players within school, Ethan Walker certainly knows how to 

score top points! 

Drama club is being run by one of our new staff, Miss Johnson.  Children have been participating in 

lots of ice-breaker tasks, self-esteem building activities and improvisation.  They will be moving 

onto role-play soon.  Hopefully they might be able to deliver a short play for us to all enjoy in the 

near future.  Break a leg kids! 

Art club is proving to be a popular club and has provided the children with an artistic outlet.  So 

far the pupils have experimented with water colours and have produced some unusual collages.  

The paint pens have gone down a storm and the children have beautifully decorated stones that 

are scattered around the school.   



1 = strongly agree   2= agree    3= disagree   4 = strongly disagree   

5 = don’t know 

     

 1 2 3 4 5 

My child feels safe at school       

My child is making good progress at school       

The school meets my child's particular needs       

The school ensures my child is well looked after       

My child is taught well at school        

The school helps my child to :       

Behave better      

Read      

Write       

Use maths       

Use computers      

Understand what they need to get a job       

The school encourages students to behave well       

The school deals effectively with any case of   bullying        

My child's lessons are not disrupted by bad   behaviour       

I am able to approach the school with any concerns knowing that it will     

respond  appropriately  

     

The school keeps me well informed about all  matters concerning my child       

Student Yr  Gp. 

 Shenstone Lodge School       

Parent/ Carer Questionnaire May 2015.    

For each of the statements below, please tick the box which best reflects your views: 

If you want to explain any of your answers, or if there is anything else you want to tell us (maybe about the website), 

please write on the  reverse:  

Please Return to school by Fri 5th June 


